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Questions for Ph. D. Comprehensive Examination
in the Major Field of Ukrainian Literature

Part One (morning session)

This examination consists of four questions in two parts. The examination is to be written in two
two-hour sessions (10:00 AM – 12:00 noon; 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM). The first (morning session)
consists of questions A and B. The second (afternoon) session consists of questions C and D. In
question A the student must identify ALL the passages but must write explications of only
THREE of them. In questions B, C, and D the student must answer only ONE of the questions
proposed. The student must write his answers in an examination book or on separate sheets of
paper. The student’s responses to Questions A and B (Part One of the Examination) are collected
from the student at the end of the first session and are not returned to the student for further work
in the second session. Questions C and D (Part Two of the Examination) are printed on a separate
sheet, which is given to the student at the beginning of the second (afternoon) session. The
student may keep the examination questions and may consult Part One of the Examination while
writing Part Two.

Question A (one hour)

Identify ALL SIX texts on the attached sheets. Name the author and title of the text or the work
from which the text is excerpted and indicate when it was written (as closely as you can). Choose
THREE of these texts and write a brief explication of them. What are the characteristic features
of this text, this work, and this author? What themes, motifs, ideas are characteristic of this work
and this author? You must choose at least one prose text.

Question B (one hour)

Select ONE of the following questions and write an insightful essay on the topic.

B1. Examine the conflicting goals of personal salvation and public (especially cultural) welfare
as it manifests itself in the literature of the 17th and 18th centuries.

B2. Examine the cultural situation in Ukraine before and after the Khmel'nyts'kyi revolt. How
does the situation change in the 18th century?

B3. Hryhorii Skovoroda is an unusual figure in Ukrainian literature. Examine his person, his
writings, and the cultural context in his time.
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Part Two (afternoon session)

Question C (one hour)

Select ONE of the following questions and write an intelligent essay on the topic.

C1. Examine the theme of Volk, people, nation. Discuss how the Ukrainian people "served"
Ukrainian literature while literature "served" the Ukrainian people.

C2. Examine how the theme of historical and geographic neighbors and/or "relatives" is depicted
or reflected in Ukrainian literature in the 19th century.

C3. Examine women’s themes and women’s voices in Ukrainian literature. Characterize the
female experience (where it is distinct from the male experience) reflected in Ukrainian
literature. What are the uses (abuses, vindications) of women in literary works of the Romantic,
Realist, and early Modernist period?

Question D (one hour)

Select ONE of the following questions and write an interesting essay on the topic.

D1. What factors influence the Ukrainian novel in the first half of the twentieth century?

D2. Discuss the problems of modernism and modernity in Ukrainian literature and culture at the
turn from the nineteenth to the twentieth century.

D3. Describe and analyze the relation between the literature of the “Rozstriliane vidrodzhennia”
and that of the “modernist” period before World War I.



Texts for identification and analysis in Question A.

A1. 

ßêîñü-òî éäó÷è óíî÷³ 
Ïîíàä Íåâîþ... òà, éäó÷è, 
Ì³ðêóþ ñàì-òàêè ç ñîáîþ: 
«ßêáè-òî,— äóìàþ,— ÿêáè 
Íå ïîõèëèëèñÿ ðàáè... 
Òî íå ñòîÿëî á íàä Íåâîþ 
Îöèõ îñêâåðíåíèõ ïàëàò! 
Áóëà á ñåñòðà, ³ áóâ áè áðàò, 
À òî... íåìà òåïåð í³÷îãî... 
Í³ áîãà íàâ³òü, í³ ï³âáîãà. 
Ïñàð³ ç ïñàðÿòàìè öàðÿòü, 
À ìè, äîòåïí³ äî¿æäæà÷³, 
Õîðò³â ãîäóºìî òà ïëà÷åì». 
Îòàê-òî ÿ ñîá³ âíî÷³, 
Ïîíàä Íåâîþ ³äó÷è, 
Ãàðíåíüêî äóìàâ. ² íå áà÷ó, 
Ùî ç òîãî áîêó, ìîâ ³ç ÿìè, 
Î÷èìà ëóïà êîøåíÿ — 
À òî äâà ë³õòàðÿ ãîðÿòü 
Êîëî àïîñòîëüñüêî¿ áðàìè. 
ß ñõàìåíóâñÿ, îñ³íèâñü 
Ñâÿòèì õðåñòîì ³ òðè÷³ ïëþíóâ 
Òà é çíîâó äóìàòü çàõîäèâñü 
Ïðî òå æ òàêè, ùî é ïåðøå äóìàâ. 

A2.

Ïðîõîäÿ÷è ïîâç êíèãàðíþ, â³í ñïèíèâñÿ êîëî â³òðèíè é ïî÷àâ ðîçãëÿäàòè êíèæêè.
Âîíè áóëè ð³äí³ éîìó ùå çìàëêó. Ùå íå âì³þ÷è ÷èòàòè, çîâñ³ì õëîï'ÿì, â³í ãîðòàâ ºäèíó
êíèãó, ùî ïðèêðàøàëà áîæíèöþ äÿäüêîâî¿ õàòè, — ÿêèéñü ñòîë³òí³é æóðíàë ç
áåçêîíå÷íèìè ïîðòðåòàìè öàðÿ, àðõ³ìàíäðèò³â òà ãåíåðàë³â. ² ÿêðàç íå ìàëþíêè, à íèçêè
÷îðíèõ ð³âíåíüêèõ çíàê³â âáèðàëè éîãî î÷³. Â³í íàâ³òü íå ïàì'ÿòàâ, ÿê âèâ÷èâñÿ ÷èòàòè.
ßêîñü âèïàäêîâî. ² ïîò³ì ç íàñîëîäîþ âèìîâëÿâ ñëîâà, àæ í³ÿê íå ðîçóì³þ÷è ¿õíüîãî
çì³ñòó.

Êîëî â³òðèíè â³í ñòîÿâ äîâãî, ÷èòàþ÷è îäíó çà îäíîþ íàçâè êíèæîê òà âèäàâíèöòâ ³
äàòè ðîê³â. Ïðî äåÿê³ â³í äóìàâ, ùî âîíè áóäóòü ïîòð³áí³ éîìó â ³íñòèòóò³. Àëå ÷óäíå
âðàæåííÿ ñïðàâëÿëà íà íüîãî öÿ ìàñà òîì³â, ùî ñåðåä íèõ â³í ïîáà÷èâ ò³ëüêè îäíó ÷èòàíó
êíèæêó. Â íèõ íåìîâ çîñåðåäèëîñÿ âñå òå ÷óæå, ùî ìèìîâîë³ ëÿêàëî éîãî, âñ³ íåáåçïåêè, ùî
â³í ìóñèâ ïîáîðîòè â ì³ñò³. Íàïåðåê³ð ðîçóìîâ³ é óñ³ì ïîïåðåäí³ì ðîçðàõóíêàì, áåçíàä³éí³
äóìêè, ñïî÷àòêó í³áè ïèòàííÿ, ïî÷àëè îïàíîâóâàòè õëîïöÿ. Íó, íàâ³ùî áóëî ñþäè
çàáèâàòèñü? Ùî áóäå äàë³, ÿê â³í æèòèìå? Â³í ïðîïàäå, â³í ñòàðöåì âåðòàòèìå äîäîìó. ×îì



áóëî íå ¿õàòè äî ñâîãî îêðóæíîãî ì³ñòà íà ïåäêóðñè? Äî ÷îãî ö³ õëîï'ÿ÷³ âèãàäêè ç
³íñòèòóòîì ³ Êèºâîì? ² õëîïåöü ñòîÿâ êîëî íåâåëè÷êî¿ ïîä³ëüñüêî¿ êíèãàðí³, ùî çäàâàëàñü
éîìó ñë³ïó÷îþ, íåìîâ âàãàþ÷èñü, ÷è íå âåðòàòè íà ïðèñòàíü.

A3.

ËÅÑÒÐÈÃÎÍÈ
Îä³ññåÿ, X, 80—134

«Òóò, öàðþ, äèêèé êðàé íåñèòèõ ëåñòðèãîí³â 
Òà ñòðóäæåíèõ ðàá³â, ùî â³âö³ ñòåðåæóòü. 
ßê ïðèâåëà òåáå òâîÿ çàêëÿòà ïóòü 
Â ö³ ñåëèùà ñìóòí³ íåäîë³ òà ïðîêëüîí³â?

Òè êàæåø: «Ïîë³ôåì!..» Íàùàäîê Ïîñåéäîí³â, 
Â³í çíàâ âîãîíü, à ö³ — ñèðå ³ ñâ³æå ðâóòü;
Íå ìàº âïèíó ¿õ íåïîãàìîâíà ëþòü, 
Íå â³äàþòü ñâÿòèõ ãîñòèííîñò³ çàêîí³â.

Íå éäè, çîñòàíüñÿ òóò. ª ñõîâè ñåðåä ñêåëü. 
Âíî÷³ ÿ ñïðàâëþ òâ³é ñòîâåñëèé êîðàáåëü 
Ó òèõó ñòîðîíó íàðîä³â õë³áî¿äíèõ.

À ñàì ëèøóñÿ òóò ó ãîð³ òà á³ä³,
ß ò³ëüêè äóìêîþ äî ñêåëü ïîëèíó ð³äíèõ,
ß ò³ëüêè ÷àéêîþ... ç òîáîþ... ïî âîä³!»

A4.

ÇÀÑÏ²Â

Ó äçâîíà äçâîíþ ÿ, äî öåðêâè ñêëèêàþ,
     Äo öåðêâè âñåëåíñüêî¿ ïðàâäè... 
Ó ùèðèõ äóø, ÷èñòèõ, âèñîêèõ, øóêàþ
     Ïðîòè ãàéäàìàöòâà ïîðàäè,

Çáåð³ìîñü, ïîðàäüìîñü, ùî ìàºì ðîáèòè
     Ç îðäîþ, ùî íàñ îáëÿãàº, 
Ò³ñíèòü, íå äàº íàì êóëüòóð³ ñëóæèòè,
     Ðó¿ííî¿ ñëàâè æàäàº.

Ïîðàäüìîñÿ â³÷åì, ÿê ïðàâäà ñâåáîäíèì,
     Ðó¿íí³ ãð³õè ç ñåáå çìèéìî, 
² äóõîì íåçëîáíèì, óìîì áëàãîðîäíèì
     Êóëüòóð³ ñïàñåíí³é ñëóæ³ìî.



À5.

Ïîñåðåä õàòè, íà âåëèêîìó ïîäâ³éíîìó ë³æêó, íà á³ëèõ ðÿäíàõ, ëåæèòü ìîâ
êðèøåíÿòêî, óæå ïîñèí³ëå. Ùå äèõàº. Ñëàáèé ñâèñò âèë³òàº êð³çü ñïå÷åí³ óñòà ³ äð³áí³
çóáêè. ß áà÷ó ñêëÿíèé óæå ïîãëÿä íàï³âçàêðèòèõ î÷åé, à ìî¿ î÷³, ì³é ìîçîê æàä³áíî
ëîâëÿòü óñ³ äåòàë³ ñòðàøíîãî ìîìåíòó... ³ âñå çàïèñóþòü... ² òî âåëèêå ë³æêî ç ìàëåíüêèì
ò³ëîì, ³ íåñì³ëèâå ñâ³òëî ðàííüîãî ðàíêó, ùî îáíÿëî ñ³ðó ùå õàòó... ³ çàáóòó íà ñòîë³,
íåçãàøeíó ñâ³÷êó, ùî êð³çü çåëåíó óìáðåëüêó êèäàº ìåðòâ³ òîíè íà âèä äèòèíè... ³
ïîðîçëèâàíó äîë³ âîäó, ³ áëèñê ñâ³÷êè íà ïëÿøö³ ç ë³êàðñòâîì... Ùîá íå çàáóòè... ùîá
í³÷îãî íå çàáóòè... í³ òèõ ðåáåð, ùî ç îñòàíí³ì äèõàííÿì òî ï³äí³ìàþòü, òî îïóñêàþòü
ðÿäíî... í³ òèõ, ìåðòâèõ óæå, çîëîòèõ êó÷åð³â, ðîçñèïàíèõ ïî ïîäóøö³, àí³ òåïëîãî çàïàõó
õîëîä³þ÷îãî ò³ëà, ùî âèïîâíÿº õàòó... Âñå âîíî çäàñòüñÿ ìåí³... êîëèñü... ÿê ìàòåð³àë... ÿ ñå
÷óþ, ÿ ðîçóì³þ, õòîñü ìåí³ ãîâîðèòü ïðî ñå, õòîñü äðóãèé, ùî ñèäèòü ó ìåí³... ß çíàþ, ùî
òî â³í äèâèòüñÿ ìî¿ìè î÷èìà, ùî òî â³í íåíàæåðëèâîþ ïàì'ÿòòþ ïèñüìåííèêà âñè÷óº â
ñåáå âñþ ñþ êàðòèíó ñìåðò³ íà ñâ³òàíí³ æèòòÿ... Îõ, ÿê ìåí³ ãèäêî, ÿê ìåí³ ñòðàøíî, ÿê ñÿ
ñâ³äîì³ñòü ðàíèòü ìîº áàòüê³âñüêå ñåðöå... ß íå âèòðèìàþ á³ëüøå... Ãåòü, ãåòü ³ç äîìó
ÿêîìîãà øâèäøå...

A6.

ÏÐÎÐÈÂ

Äåëüô³í íå ãðàâñü ó ìîð³, 
íå áóâ ³ ñîíöåõìàð — 
íà äàâíþ ñèíþ òåìó 
çàäóìàëàñü ãîðà.

ß éøîâ ³ îãëÿíóâñÿ — 
÷è õòîñü ìåíå ïîçâàâ! 
Êðåñíóëî-ïîëîñíóëî 
³ áëèñíóëî â ñëîâà.

² äîù çàêîëèõàâñÿ, 
ïåðåì³ñèëî ìóòü. 
Ãð³ìê³, ïàëê³ ïðîìîâè 
íàä ìîðåì ÿê ó òüìó.

² ÿ ïîá³ã. Íàä ìóòòþ — 
òî áóâ òàêèé ïðîðèâ! 
Íà äâ³ îêòàâè íèæ÷å 
øóì³ëî ³ç ãîðè...
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